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Hon. David Bahati, State Minister for Industry at the Ministry of Trade, 

Industry and Cooperatives 

Hon. Anifa Kawooya Bangirana, State Minister for Health In Charge Of 

General Duties 

Hon. Catherine Ndamira, Woman Member of Parliament for Kabale 

Religious Leaders 

Mr. Godfrey Nyakahuma, Resident District Commissioner (RDC)  

Mr Nelson Nshangabasheija, District Chairperson (LCV)  

Mr Fred Kalyesubula, Chief Administrative Officer 

Dr Gilbert Mateeka, District Health Officer 

Mrs Betty Tumusiime-Mutebile and family 

All the members of the district and sub-county leadership 

The leaders and staff of Rubaya Health Centre IV 

Ladies and gentlemen. 

Good morning to you all.  

I am pleased and privileged to address you on this day when the Bank of 

Uganda (BoU) fulfils its duty as a corporate citizen to the people of Kabale 

District.  

Today, the BoU hands over the Mutebile Maternity Block together with vital 

pieces of infrastructure, equipment, and supplies to the Rubaya Health Centre 

IV.  

At the same time, the BoU will join the distinguished leaders present and Mrs 

Betty Tumusiime-Mutebile in planting a memorial tree. We will also promote 

the planting of various other trees for flowers, shade, fruit and hedge in this 

facility. Trees are the lungs with which mother nature breathes and sustains us.  

The BoU embarked on this project together with the Kabale District 

administration under the leadership of our dearly departed gallant governor, the 

Late Prof. Emmanuel Tumusiime-Mutebile. It is, therefore, right and fitting that 

the new maternity block is named in his memory. 
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 Our late governor was a devoted humanitarian, and this maternity block 

symbolises his enduring legacy of service to humanity.  

You may wonder why the central Bank of Uganda invests in maternal, newborn 

and child healthcare. You may wonder why the BoU had revamped and 

revitalised numerous health centres across the country. You may wonder what 

this all has to do with the late governor.  

The answer is simple and self-evident. It is because the BoU family believes 

deeply in the African concept of Obuntu or Ubuntu. And the Late Prof. 

Tumusiime-Mutebile embodied, exemplified, and lavished that sense of Ubuntu 

on everyone who interacted fruitfully with him, especially the less fortunate 

among us.  

The BoU family believes deeply in the universal bond of sharing that connects 

all of humanity; that profound African sense that we are all human only through 

the humanity of other human beings; the very recognition that we are only 

people because of other people.  

This communal spirit came to the fore during the commemoration of the BoU's 

Golden Jubilee in 2016. In marking the Bank's 50-year milestone, the central 

bank staff joined hands with well-wishers and stakeholders to raise funds to 

support maternal and child health in the locations that host the central Bank's 

branches across the country.  

This was founded in the desire for the BoU staff to pay back the hospitality of 

the communities that host the different BoU currency branches. It was also 

anchored in the firm conviction that if every life matters, then every life matters. 

It was to affirm that access to health care is a human right and that every woman 

has a right to give birth in a well-equipped health facility and to nurse her 

newborn to hit all their healthy milestones until adulthood. 

It was not long, and we soon learnt that Kabale was calling out for help. Kabale 

district is categorised among the districts where our mothers are dying the most; 

where our babies are dying the most.  

According to the Uganda Demographic and Health Survey for 2016 (conducted 

every 5 years), Uganda missed the Millennium Development Goals and national 

targets related to the reduction of deaths of mothers, newborn babies, and young 

children. In other words, we are losing our mothers, babies and children through 

preventable deaths.  
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Yet these preventable deaths can be eliminated by the provision of extra care for 

mothers during pregnancy and delivery as well as for at-risk children. And the 

first level of providing much-needed maternal and child care is at the health 

centres. 

Within its means and mandate, the BoU chose to intervene through 

contributions to the infrastructure and equipment of several health centres. All 

the BoU's contributions have been delivered in collaboration with the leaders 

and administrators of the different districts and health centres.  

To date, the BoU has revamped and revitalised the following health centres: 

Bwizibwera Health Centre IV in Mbarara District in 2019; Ayivuni Health 

Centre III in Arua District in 2020; Nakaloke Health Centre III in Mbale district 

in 2020; and Omel Health Centre in Gulu District in 202. That was the first 

phase. 

In the second phase, we revamped and retooled Hamurwa Health Centre IV in 

Rubanda District in 2021; Rutete Health Centre III in Kabarole District in 2022; 

Kyanamukaka Health Centre IV in Masaka District in 2022; Budondo Health 

Centre IV in Jinja City in 2022; and today (2 December 2022) we are handing 

over Rubaya Health Centre IV in Kabale District. 

Next, in the third phase, we will revamp and retool Kigorobya Health Centre IV 

in Hoima District, Rwoburunga Health Centre III in Mitooma District, and 

Magoro Health Centre III in Katakwi District. 

To entrench the sense of Ubuntu or Obuntu, the BoU recently recast our mission 

to read "To promote Price Stability and a Sound Financial System in 

Support of Socio-Economic Transformation in Uganda".  

Previously, we focused on controlling inflation and keeping the banking sector 

safe. Now, we are also focusing directly on the impact of meeting the inflation 

target of 5%, ensuring sound banking, and overseeing the development of an 

effective payment system.  

Operating in a developing economy compels the BoU to participate in national 

socio-economic transformation by securing monetary and financial stability, 

first, and subsequently, catalysing impact investment by leveraging the central 

bank's credibility and expertise to marshall and shephard support for 

transformative impactful interventions such as the Agricultural Credit Facility 

and the Small Business Recovery Fund. 
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Through a new strategic plan for the next 5 years, the BoU will institutionalise 

an environmental, social, and governance (ESG) framework across the 

regulated financial institutions so that commercial banks prioritise social good 

and sustainability in addition to making profits for shareholders. We encourage 

the banking sector to leverage emerging technologies like mobile money and 

internet-enabled applications to channel financial resources into creating decent 

jobs and sustainable economic opportunities, particularly for the underserved 

and vulnerable population segments, while improving their operational 

efficiency. 

We urge the banking sector to strengthen the link between the preservation of 

the natural environment (including green financing), which supports the 

economic activities the majority of rural Ugandans depend on, especially 

agriculture. Indeed, I am reliably informed that about 70% of the Kabale 

population depends on agriculture.  

So I encourage everyone here and across Kigezi to take advantage of the 

financial products and services to improve your production, earn more money, 

and bring prosperity to your families. Socio-economic transformation will not 

come quickly enough if our people remain stuck in the subsistence activities of 

the peasantry.  

We challenge all the district leadership to extend financial literacy and sensitise 

all the people about producing a surplus beyond their household needs, which 

they can sell in the physical and electronic markets. The BoU is available to 

work with the district leaders on extending financial literacy to every household. 

So, let us work together to bring every Ugandan into the money economy. 

The BoU will keep promoting maternal, newborn, and child health care under 

corporate social responsibility to sustain its contribution to the population's 

productivity for increased competitiveness and better quality of life for all. 

Indeed the third National Development Plan targets to minimise preventable 

maternal, newborn and child mortality (death) and morbidity (illness) as a 

critical milestone for achieving socio-economic transformation. 

Maximising the benefits of a healthy and productive population by hitting all 

the related targets calls for the participation of all stakeholders. Unfortunately, 

the Government of Uganda cannot deliver optimal health services on its own 

due to numerous other competing needs and demands on public funds.  
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Evidently, the BoU is doing its part, and we call upon all the financial 

institutions, all the manufacturers, and all the key players in the service 

industry, especially the telecos to join hands with the Ministry of Health to 

eliminate preventable deaths of our mothers and babies. We commend the firms 

that already champion maternal and child healthcare, e.g. MTN and Stanbic, as 

well as Rotary and the development partners. We call on all the others to join 

and boost the contributions to this noble cause.  

You might ask, what you can do to help eliminate needless maternal and child 

deaths and illnesses? We can all contribute to improving access to quality and 

affordable medical commodities (medicines and other health supplies). We can 

all help by donating funds towards service delivery. We can all mobilise our 

communities to safeguard our mothers and babies through a healthy diet, access 

to safe water, sanitation, education and being vigilant to notice danger signs 

among our loved ones to take them to health centres in good time as well as 

preventing sexual gender-based violence. 

It is in all our interests to secure optimal maternal, newborn and child health 

care because it will help to deliver a stable population growth rate, ease pressure 

on the environment, which gets depleted as people seek food and shelter, and 

healthy well-off people will be able to afford the various goods and services that 

the financial sector, manufacturers and services firms produce.  

Ladies and gentlemen, let's all join hands to end preventable maternal, newborn 

and child deaths. And on that note, it is now my privilege and honour to 

officially hand over the Mutebile Maternity Block and the related infrastructure 

and equipment to the management and staff of the centre, the Kabale district 

leadership, and the people of Kabale.  

Thank you very much for listening to me.  

God bless! 


